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a general European War. But he will still continue to dis-
cuss the "responsibility" which each statesman must bear
for acts which ultimately contributed to the catastrophe.3
For this reason the present writer has always preferred the
term "war responsibility" to "war guilt." The German
phrase, Krieffsschuldfrage, is open to either interpretation.
Let us now look briefly at the various phases through
which "the discussion has passed, as determined to some ex-
tent by the material upon which it has been based.
1.- THE DISCUSSION OF "RESPONSIBILITY," 1914-1919
During the War and the Versailles Peace Conference, the
discussion concerning responsibility for the immediate out-
break of the War, so far as it rested on anything more than
national prejudice, war hatred, and deliberate propagandist
misrepresentation, was based on the public statements of
leading officials, and on the collections of diplomatic docu-
ments published by each government soon after July, 1914.
The first of these was the "Preliminary Memoir and Docu-
ments Concerning the Outbreak of War," commonly known
as the German White Book. It was laid before the Reichs-
tag on August 3, having beten> in the words of the German
Chancellor, "put together under the pressure of over-
whelming events." Its purpose was to prove to the German
people that Germany was fighting a war of self-defense
against Russian aggression. It was a plausible statement.
It was supported by 27 telegrams and letters which were
neatly fitted into the argument, but were not given in their
proper chronological sequence. To the German people, to
whom the book was primarily addressed, the argument was
3 C/. G. P. Gooeh, Recent Revelations of European Diplomacy
(London, 1927), pp. 206-214. This volume, which he describes as "a
causerie, not a bibliography", is an admirably fairminded and well informed
summary review of some three hundred of the most important docu-
mentary publications and other first-hand material appearing since the
outbreak of the War and dealing with the period 1890-1919.